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  –	
  Naples:	
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  years	
  of	
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what’s	
  happening	
  in	
  European	
  placemaking?	
  

“.....the	
  strategies	
  for	
  
establishing	
  territories	
  or	
  
places	
  are	
  the	
  same	
  
irrespec1ve	
  of	
  the	
  scale	
  at	
  
which	
  you	
  are	
  working...”	
  

•  Florian	
  Beigel,	
  
Architecture	
  Research	
  
Unit,	
  London	
  



what	
  are	
  the	
  main	
  themes?	
  
regional	
  planning	
  
	
  
•  infrastructure	
  

–  growth	
  poles	
  
–  city	
  connec1ons	
  

	
  
•  high	
  speed	
  rail	
  

–  TGV	
  in	
  France	
  
–  ICE	
  in	
  Germany	
  

•  ci1es	
  
–  local	
  transport	
  
–  public	
  realm	
  
–  sustainability	
  and	
  heritage	
  
–  maintaining	
  the	
  urban	
  fabric	
  











what’s	
  happening	
  in	
  Europe?	
  

sustainable	
  ci?es:	
  retrofiAng	
  
	
  
•  Bordeaux	
  	
  and	
  France	
  

–  turning	
  a	
  city	
  around	
  
–  structuring	
  the	
  city	
  
–  looking	
  aSer	
  heritage	
  

•  Helsinki	
  
–  ambi1on	
  
–  achievement	
  

	
  
•  Freiburg	
  

–  achievement	
  
–  an	
  exemplar,	
  but...	
  





Bordeaux:	
  	
  infrastructure	
  creates	
  place	
  



•  centre	
  is	
  a	
  World	
  Heritage	
  Site	
  
•  new	
  tram	
  system	
  has	
  completely	
  solved	
  city	
  centre	
  traffic	
  issues	
  
•  tram	
  routes	
  act	
  as	
  development	
  corridors	
  
•  tram	
  stops	
  are	
  places,	
  termini	
  are	
  growth	
  poles	
  
•  riverfront	
  revitalisa1on	
  has	
  changed	
  percep1ons	
  of	
  the	
  city	
  
•  using	
  top	
  landscape	
  architects	
  such	
  as	
  Michel	
  Corajoud	
  and	
  Michel	
  Desvigne	
  
•  underground	
  car	
  parking	
  beneath	
  road	
  junc1ons	
  
•  tram	
  system	
  due	
  to	
  expand	
  over	
  next	
  12	
  years	
  –	
  long	
  term	
  thinking	
  
•  very	
  strong	
  civil	
  service	
  and	
  local	
  leadership	
  -­‐	
  	
  Alain	
  Juppé	
  

Bordeaux,	
  France	
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  Finland	
  



context	
  
•  Finland	
  has	
  almost	
  the	
  same	
  popula1on	
  as	
  Scotland	
  
•  Helsinki	
  has	
  the	
  same	
  popula1on	
  as	
  Edinburgh	
  
•  over	
  75%	
  of	
  land	
  area	
  of	
  the	
  city	
  owned	
  by	
  City	
  Council	
  
	
  
ambi?ons	
  
•  building	
  a	
  fast	
  rail	
  link	
  to	
  St	
  Petersburg	
  
•  construc1ng	
  a	
  80	
  km	
  rail	
  tunnel	
  under	
  the	
  Gulf	
  of	
  Finland	
  to	
  Tallinn	
  
•  construc1ng	
  a	
  20	
  km	
  fast	
  rail	
  link	
  to	
  Vantaan	
  Airport	
  
•  promo1ng	
  Helsinki	
  Airport	
  as	
  a	
  European	
  hub	
  to	
  China	
  
	
  
reality	
  
•  extensive	
  district	
  hea1ng	
  system	
  
•  property	
  development	
  industry	
  under	
  control	
  
•  a	
  vacuum	
  powered	
  district	
  waste	
  disposal	
  scheme	
  that	
  eliminates	
  bin	
  

collec1ons	
  
•  extending	
  its	
  tram	
  based	
  public	
  transport	
  system	
  with	
  six	
  major	
  new	
  lines	
  

over	
  the	
  next	
  few	
  years	
  
•  2	
  new	
  metro	
  lines	
  under	
  construc1on	
  

Helsinki,	
  Finland	
  



Helsinki,	
  Finland	
  



Vousaari,	
  Helsinki,	
  Finland	
  



•  conven1onal	
  street	
  blocks	
  
•  district	
  hea1ng	
  system	
  
•  vacuum	
  refuse	
  disposal	
  system	
  –	
  waste	
  to	
  heat	
  
•  metro	
  sta1on	
  to	
  city	
  centre	
  	
  
•  short	
  walking	
  distances	
  to	
  local	
  ameni1es	
  
•  local	
  shops,	
  health	
  centre,	
  library	
  
•  beach,	
  water	
  sports,	
  landscape	
  –	
  green	
  and	
  blue	
  networks	
  

Vousaari,	
  Helsinki,	
  Finland	
  



Rieselfeld,	
  Freiburg,	
  Germany	
  



•  conven1onal	
  street	
  blocks	
  
•  strong	
  design	
  codes	
  –	
  but	
  not	
  style	
  related	
  
•  strong	
  ethos	
  of	
  building	
  by	
  housing	
  co-­‐ops	
  
•  tram	
  link	
  to	
  city	
  centre	
  	
  
•  short	
  walking	
  distances	
  to	
  local	
  ameni1es	
  
•  local	
  shops,	
  health	
  centre,	
  library,	
  non-­‐denomina1onal	
  church	
  
•  most	
  houses	
  have	
  underground	
  car	
  parking	
  
•  integrated	
  SuDs	
  and	
  green	
  space	
  throughout	
  layout	
  
•  easy	
  access	
  to	
  countryside	
  	
  

Rieselfeld,	
  Freiburg,	
  Germany	
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Herinneringspark	
  ,	
  Flanders,	
  Belgium	
  	
  
StossLU,	
  2010	
  ongoing	
  

sustainable	
  ci?es:	
  
	
  
•  Middle	
  East	
  

–  Masdar	
  
–  Doha	
  
–  Dubai	
  

	
  
•  Pacific	
  Rim	
  

–  China	
  
–  Korea	
  

•  United	
  States	
  
–  New	
  Urbanism	
  
–  Landscape	
  Urbanism	
  
–  Ecological	
  Urbanism	
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what’s	
  happening	
  in	
  Europe?	
  

icons:	
  	
  
•  the	
  aesthe1cisa1on	
  of	
  

urbanism	
  and	
  the	
  public	
  
realm	
  

•  form	
  over	
  content	
  
•  shape-­‐making	
  instead	
  of	
  

place-­‐making	
  

	
  

	
  



FIAT’s	
  LingoQo	
  factory,	
  Turin	
  



FIAT’s	
  LingoQo	
  factory,	
  Turin	
  

by	
  young	
  architect	
  Madé	
  Trucco,	
  was	
  
unusual	
  in	
  that	
  it	
  had	
  five	
  floors,	
  with	
  
raw	
  materials	
  going	
  in	
  at	
  the	
  ground	
  
floor,	
  and	
  cars	
  built	
  on	
  a	
  line	
  that	
  went	
  
up	
  through	
  the	
  building.	
  Finished	
  cars	
  
emerged	
  at	
  rooSop	
  level,	
  where	
  there	
  
was	
  a	
  rooSop	
  test	
  track	
  



FIAT’s	
  LingoQo	
  factory,	
  Turin	
  

•  re-­‐purposing:	
  car	
  factory	
  becomes	
  conference	
  centre,	
  retail,	
  
offices	
  and	
  theatres	
  	
  























what’s	
  happening	
  in	
  the	
  UK?	
  

•  new	
  urbanism	
  
•  cars	
  and	
  people	
  
•  city	
  rebuilding	
  (halted)	
  
•  urban	
  renaissance	
  (halted)	
  
•  localism	
  
•  austerity	
  
•  decline	
  of	
  planning	
  and	
  

public	
  services	
  
•  community	
  ini1a1ves	
  

	
  

	
  



New	
  Urbanism,	
  Scotland	
  
Duany,	
  Plater-­‐Zyberk,	
  1982	
  -­‐	
  ongoing	
  



Knockroon	
  ,	
  Scotland	
  -­‐	
  Tradi?onal	
  Urbanism	
  	
  
The	
  Prince’s	
  Founda?on	
  for	
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  Built	
  Environment	
  -­‐	
  ongoing	
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Poundbury	
  England	
  -­‐	
  Tradi?onal	
  Urbanism	
  	
  
The	
  Prince’s	
  Founda?on	
  for	
  the	
  Built	
  Environment	
  -­‐	
  ongoing	
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Netherlands:	
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  Urbanism	
  	
  
	
  



Cars	
  and	
  people,	
  Scotland	
  and	
  England	
  
increasingly	
  influencial	
  -­‐	
  ongoing	
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Cars	
  and	
  people,	
  Scotland	
  and	
  England	
  
Kilmarnock	
  –	
  before	
  



Cars	
  and	
  people,	
  Scotland	
  and	
  England	
  
Maryhill	
  –	
  before	
  



Cars	
  and	
  people,	
  Scotland	
  and	
  England	
  
Maryhill	
  –	
  a]er	
  



Glasgow,	
  Scotland	
  
Rebuilding	
  the	
  Workshop	
  of	
  the	
  Empire	
  –	
  Part	
  1	
  	
  Clyde	
  Corridor	
  









Glasgow’s	
  Riverside	
  Museum	
  
shed,	
  historic	
  environment	
  or	
  icon	
  





























Glasgow,	
  Scotland	
  
Rebuilding	
  the	
  Workshop	
  of	
  the	
  Empire	
  –	
  Part	
  2	
  	
  East	
  End	
  

















some	
  local	
  experience	
  

sustainable	
  approaches:	
  
•  Energe1ca	
  Design	
  Guidance	
  
•  a	
  regional	
  design	
  guide	
  
•  breaking	
  away	
  from	
  

tradi1onal	
  object	
  oriented	
  
guidance	
  



Energe?ca,	
  	
  Aberdeen	
  City	
  to	
  Peterhead	
  

energe1ca	
  



•  home	
  to	
  the	
  second	
  age	
  of	
  energy	
  
•  it	
  is	
  a	
  place	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  an	
  aitude	
  to	
  doing	
  things	
  and	
  a	
  way	
  of	
  thinking	
  
•  a	
  unique	
  business	
  environment	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  principles	
  of	
  low	
  carbon	
  dependency	
  
•  adrac1ng	
  businesses	
  founded	
  and	
  inspired	
  by	
  the	
  energy	
  industry	
  
•  designed	
  using	
  sustainability	
  principles	
  and	
  with	
  low	
  energy	
  requirements	
  
•  radically	
  improved	
  transport	
  arteries	
  
•  development	
  that	
  enhances	
  the	
  natural	
  environment	
  

Energe?ca,	
  	
  Aberdeen	
  City	
  and	
  Shire	
  –	
  what	
  is	
  Energe?ca?	
  



•  transi1on	
  from	
  oil	
  to	
  post	
  oil	
  
•  radical	
  carbon	
  /	
  waste	
  reduc1on	
  and	
  biodiversity	
  reten1on	
  
•  self-­‐sufficiency	
  where	
  possible	
  
•  a	
  culture	
  of	
  innova1on	
  
•  talent	
  adrac1on	
  
•  learning,	
  distribu1on	
  of	
  skills,	
  knowledge	
  and	
  capacity	
  to	
  act	
  
•  readjusted	
  urban-­‐rural	
  balance	
  
	
  
and	
  Place	
  Quality	
  maQers	
  to	
  all	
  of	
  these	
  

But	
  in	
  reality,	
  Energe?ca	
  has	
  few	
  of	
  these	
  quali?es	
  –	
  so	
  what	
  
could	
  it	
  be	
  about?	
  



•  place	
  performance	
  –	
  exchange,	
  learning,	
  social	
  capital,	
  energy	
  reduc1on	
  and	
  	
  
personal	
  experience	
  

•  landscape	
  –	
  experience,	
  energy	
  and	
  food	
  
•  process	
  –	
  ins1tu1ons,	
  co-­‐produc1on,	
  governance,	
  engagement	
  
•  core	
  infrastructure	
  –	
  energy,	
  transport,	
  food	
  
•  the	
  urban-­‐rural	
  balance	
  
	
  

But	
  Place	
  is	
  a	
  deeper	
  set	
  of	
  parameters	
  then	
  ‘buildings’	
  hence	
  
design	
  guidance	
  for	
  Energe?ca	
  should	
  be	
  about:	
  



•  it	
  would	
  be	
  unable	
  to	
  channel	
  these	
  aims	
  produc1vely	
  
•  design	
  guides	
  are	
  already	
  ineffec1ve	
  in	
  achieving	
  more	
  modest	
  ‘design	
  quality’	
  

aims	
  
•  design	
  guides	
  are	
  about	
  efficiency	
  of	
  process	
  and	
  reduc1on	
  of	
  design	
  risk...	
  
•  ...but	
  distract	
  from	
  exploring	
  value	
  crea1on	
  
•  they	
  do	
  not	
  encourage	
  diversity,	
  innova1on	
  or	
  crea1vity	
  
•  instead	
  they	
  are	
  an	
  adversarial	
  model	
  based	
  on	
  distrust	
  
•  they	
  are	
  li1gious	
  rather	
  than	
  ambi1ous	
  –	
  lowest	
  common	
  denominator	
  
	
  

A	
  tradi?onal	
  ‘design	
  code’	
  would	
  not	
  produce	
  anything	
  like	
  that	
  
because:	
  



•  avoiding	
  overly	
  prescrip1ve	
  control	
  
•  enabling	
  process	
  rather	
  than	
  fixing	
  micro-­‐place	
  outcomes	
  
•  permit	
  development	
  based	
  on	
  	
  performance	
  rather	
  than	
  	
  conformance,	
  

investment	
  criteria,	
  content	
  rather	
  than	
  form	
  and	
  performance	
  not	
  
aesthe?cs	
  

•  dealing	
  with	
  rela?ons	
  rather	
  than	
  objects	
  –	
  eg	
  building	
  interfaces	
  with	
  the	
  
public	
  realm,	
  landscape	
  experience	
  linked	
  to	
  food	
  and	
  energy	
  

•  environmental	
  performance	
  embracing	
  energy,	
  biodiversity,	
  food,	
  waste	
  
and	
  water	
  

	
  

So	
  the	
  characteris?cs	
  of	
  a	
  more	
  effec?ve	
  set	
  of	
  design	
  guidance	
  
principles	
  would	
  include	
  :	
  



1	
  –	
  a	
  posi1ve	
  rela1onship	
  to	
  landscape	
  
2	
  –	
  a	
  legible/	
  permeable	
  movement	
  framework	
  	
  
3	
  –	
  a	
  green	
  sedlement	
  padern	
  
4	
  –	
  a	
  well	
  considered	
  density	
  padern	
  
5	
  –	
  a	
  posi1ve	
  rela1onship	
  with	
  exis1ng	
  centres	
  and	
  facili1es	
  
6	
  –	
  a	
  deliberate	
  (co)loca1on	
  of	
  new	
  facili1es	
  
7	
  –	
  designing	
  for	
  mixed	
  communi1es	
  
8	
  –	
  the	
  integra1on	
  of	
  working	
  environments	
  
9	
  –	
  the	
  integra1on	
  of	
  non-­‐industrial	
  working	
  environments	
  
10	
  –	
  innova1ve	
  enabling	
  infrastructure	
  	
  

	
  

The	
  emerging	
  design	
  guidance	
  is	
  based	
  on	
  improving	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  
life,	
  environmental	
  performance	
  and	
  seAng	
  the	
  condi?ons	
  for	
  
economic	
  growth:	
  
	
  
01	
  -­‐	
  SeQlement	
  structure:	
  



1	
  –	
  energy	
  
2	
  –	
  sustainable	
  construc1on	
  
3	
  –	
  movement	
  and	
  transport	
  
4	
  –	
  local	
  food	
  infrastructure	
  
5	
  –	
  integrated	
  recycling	
  and	
  waste	
  
6	
  –	
  an	
  integrated	
  approach	
  to	
  water	
  

	
  

The	
  emerging	
  design	
  guidance	
  is	
  based	
  on	
  improving	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  
life,	
  environmental	
  performance	
  and	
  seAng	
  the	
  condi?ons	
  for	
  
economic	
  growth:	
  
	
  
02	
  -­‐	
  Environmental	
  performance:	
  



1	
  –	
  streets	
  as	
  places	
  
2	
  –	
  an	
  ac1ve	
  public	
  realm	
  
3	
  –	
  a	
  posi1ve	
  interface	
  between	
  public	
  and	
  private	
  space	
  
4	
  –	
  managed	
  communal	
  space	
  
5	
  –	
  adaptability	
  and	
  flexibility	
  
6	
  –	
  heritage	
  and	
  reuse	
  of	
  assets	
  –	
  gene1c	
  material	
  
7	
  –	
  housing	
  size	
  and	
  space	
  standards	
  

	
  

The	
  emerging	
  design	
  guidance	
  is	
  based	
  on	
  improving	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  
life,	
  environmental	
  performance	
  and	
  seAng	
  the	
  condi?ons	
  for	
  
economic	
  growth:	
  
	
  
03	
  -­‐	
  Built	
  form:	
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