
and convenience storeñusing 
only Chinese! Students who com-

pleted the obstacle course re-
ceived prizes. 
 The Center for Chinese Studies 
at the University of Michigan 
sponsored an art contest and 
provided entertainment, includ-
ing a Chinese yoyo team, lion 
dancing, and Beijing opera style 
face painting! 
Teachers and coaches interested 
in entering teams next year 
should consult the CI website or 
contact  the Confucius Institute at 
ci@wayne.edu. 

The Confucius Institute at 
Wayne State University, in 
collaboration with the Center 
for Chinese Studies at the Uni-
versity of Michigan and 
Madonna University, sponsored 
the first Michigan China Quiz 
Bowl on April 25, 2009 at 
Madonna University in Livonia, 
Michigan.  
Eighteen teams representing 
eight Michigan middle and  
high schools competed in quiz  
bowl matches, testing their 

   
 

knowledge of  Chinese lan-
guage and culture. Divisions 
were offered for non-native 
speakers  of Chinese who had 
finished one or two years of 
Chinese language instruction. 
Next yearõs competition will 
include a third year division.  
An Immersion Obstacle Course 
was also featured, where stu-
dents performed designated 
tasks at various stationsñ
including a bank, taxi, hotel, 

WSU CI Organizes First Michigan China Quiz Bowl  

CI Creates Immersion Obstacle Courses for K-12 Classes 

The WSU Confucius Institute 
offers free on-site immersion 
obstacle courses to Chinese 

classes in the greater Detroit 
area.  
Immersion obstacle courses, 
which can be tailored to themes 
requested by teachers,  offer  
simulated stations such as a Chi-
nese clothing store, a hotel, a 
convenience store, or restaurant. 
Students must negotiate mean-
ing in Chinese in order to com-
plete given tasks. Andy Xiang, a 

graduate volunteer from Wu-
han, China, has been enthusias-

tic about the project, realizing 
he can  challenge students at all 
levels. Xiang and fellow gradu-
ate volunteer Yanli Wei com-
mented they were quite im-
pressed at a recent visit to the 
Cranbrook-Kingswood School 
where  students made playful 
attempts to bargain and even 
take advantage of their visitors.  
Teachers who would like to in-
vite immersion course volunteers 

for up to a half day should  
Contact the CI at WSU. 

Grosse Pointe Academy Students 
in Final Round of Competition. 
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A proud Notre Dame Prep Team poses 
with their coach, Ms. Joanne Liu 

Art Contest Entry 

Volunteer Yanli Wei takes orders only 
in Chinese at a simulated restaurant.  



CLAM: The Chinese Lan-

guage Association of Michi-

gan launched its first confer-

ence at Wayne State Uni-

versity on November 14, 

2008. Over 100 participants 

and 20 speakers gathered 

for an invigorating day of 

presentations addressing the 

theme òChinese language 

and culture: What to teach 

and how to teach it.ó Pre-

senters came from as far  as 

Carnegie Mellon University 

in Pittsburgh and Rhode Is-

landõs Bryant University. Lo-

cal presenters hailed from 

the University of Michigan, 

Eastern Michigan University, 

Wayne State University and 

a number of area K-12 

schools. Dean Robert Thomas 

presided as plenary 

speaker. Dr. John Brender, 

director of the Confucius 

Institute, discussed CLAM 

activities during the luncheon.   

This yearõs conference will 

be held on Saturday, No-

vember 15, at the McGregor 

Memorial Center on the cam-

pus of Wayne State Univer-

sity. This yearõs theme will 

be: òLessons to  share about 

teaching Chinese language 

and culture.ó CLAM encour-

ages teachers and adminis-

trators  at all levels to submit 

proposals for presentations  

by August 31, 2009. Forms 

for proposals may be found 

on the CLAM website at 

clam.wayne.edu or on the 

Confucius Institute websites 

at clas.wayne.edu/ci. CLAM 

expects over 120 partici-

pants this year. The organi-

zation also encourages nomi-

nations for Chinese language 

educator of the year to be 

sent to ci@wayne.edu. 

in March of this year.  A few 

months later, Ms. Li Liuõs 7th 

grade class at Jianghan Sec-

ond Bridge Middle School in 

Wuhan reciprocated. In her 

letter, Ms. Liu wrote, "We're 

very excited to hear from 

you. What you did makes us 

happy. Thank you for your 

friendliness."                    

Ms. Brender said, òThere are 

61 students in class 3, Grade 

7, who wrote to us. It was a 

very rewarding experience 

Kristin Binsfeld Brender is a 

volunteer with eighth grade 

TEAM Youth students at Lin-

coln Middle School in War-

ren, MI. As part of the WSU 

Confucius Instituteõs sister 

school initiative, Ms. Brender 

and her students compiled 

letters, pictures of students, 

pictures of their school and a 

variety of local souvenirs. 

The class filled a 16 x 12 x 

10 box, which they sent to a 

designated school in China, 

and an ideal opportunity to 

teach the students about Asia 

and China.ó                  

Michigan teachers who 

would like to involve their K-

12 classes in the sister 

schools program should con-

tact the CI at WSU for 

names and addresses of 

interested Chinese counter-

parts. The CI hopes the pro-

gram will contribute to the 

growing connection between 

Detroit and Wuhan. 

CLAM Conferences 2008 & 2009 

Local Students Exchange Gift Box w/ Chinese Students 

China Corps Summer Camp Slated for August 3-21 

cooking, paper folding, pa-
per cutting and a fashion 
show. The program culmi-
nated with students perform-
ing songs, skits, and tai chi 
moves for an audience of 
Wayne State and Pontiac 
School administrators.  

This year, the CI is opening 

the summer camp to middle 

and high school students in 

Wayne, Oakland, and 

Macomb counties who have 

had between one and three 

years of Chinese.         

Thanks to the generosity of 

Wayne State University, 

Chinese Language Interna-

tional and individual dona-

tions, the program is free for  

all selected applicants.   

Last summer, the CI at WSU 
initiated the China Corps 
Summer Camp from July 28 
to August 17. Partnering with 
Pontiac School District, which  
bused approximately 25 
high school students to WSU 
each Monday through Fri-
day, the CI offered intensive 
Chinese language courses 
along with tai chi, ping pong, 
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Kristin Binsfeld Brender poses 
with letters and souvenirs sent 
from Chinese 7th graders in 

Wuhan 

CLAM Website available at: 
clam.wayne.edu 

Students practice Chinese calligra-
phy at WSU Summer Camp 


