
A ribbon-cutting ceremony 
followed the reception at 
5057 Woodward, site of 
the new Confucius Institute. 
Following remarks by Dean 
Thomas, Provost Nancy Bar-
rett of Wayne State Univer-
sity cut the ribbon to com-
memorate the official open-
ing. Wayne County Execu-
tive Robert Ficano presented 
Dean Thomas with a certifi-
cate of recognition from the 
Wayne County Executive 
Office. 

The grand opening and rib-
bon-cutting ceremony for the 
Confucius Institute at Wayne 
State University was held on 
January 31, 2008. Over 140 
guests represented federal, 
state and county government 
offices, Michigan State Uni-
versity, Madonna University, 
Wayne State University, and 
multiple school districts from 
across the state. Several rep-
resentatives from the Greater 
Detroit business community 

were also on hand along with 
guests from Huazhong Uni-
versity of Science and Tech-
nology (HUST), Wayne 
Stateõs sponsoring partner in 
the Confucius Institute. 
 
WSU president, Dr. Irvin D. 
Reid, and Dr. Robert L. Tho-
mas,  dean of the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
addressed a capacity crowd 
at the McGregor Memorial 
Conference Center on 
Wayne Stateõs campus. Presi-
dent Reid and Dean Thomas 
were joined at the podium by 
Dr. Xizhan He, dean of the 
College of Humanities at 
HUST. Dean Thomas con-
cluded his welcoming remarks 
by reading a note of con-
gratulations from the Honor-
able Ping Huang, Consul 
General of the Peopleõs Re-
public of China in Chicago. 

Grand Opening on January 31 

CI Vice Director Links SE Michigan with Wuhan, China 

Dr. Jiuming Liu, vice dean of 
the College of Humanities at 
HUST, WSUõs sister school in 
Wuhan, has been named vice 
director of the CI at WSU. Dr. 
Liu, whose background is in 
Chinese and comparative lit-
erature, comes to us with a 
strong vision of establishing 
ties between Southeast Michi-
gan and Wuhan, which has 
been called the òDetroit of 

Chinaó for its strong automo-
tive roots. Dr Liu hopes to 
pave the way for business, 
educational, and environ-
mental exchanges between 
interested parties in the 
Greater Detroit area and Wu-
han. òBy establishing friendly 
and trustworthy connections in 
a multitude of areas,ó ex-
plained Liu, òSoutheast Michi-
gan and Wuhan stand to 

benefit 
greatly in 
terms of 
economic 
expansion, 
environ-
mental 
technol-
ogy, edu-
cation, and, perhaps most 
importantly, mutual under-
standing.ó 

President Reid addresses a capac-
ity crowd at the Grand Opening. 
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¶ CHINESE EDUCATORSõ 

ASSOCIATION LAUNCHED 

¶ BUSINESS CONNECTIONS: 

DETROIT AND WUHAN  

¶ CHINESE LEARNING COM-

MUNITY APPROVED 

¶ CHINA SUMMER CAMP 

¶ 3RD YEAR SUMMER SER-

VICE LEARNING PROGRAM 

TO CHINA 

¶ CHINESE RESOURCE LI-

BRARY ESTABLISHED 
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Wayne County Executive Robert 
Ficano with Dean Robert Thomas. 

Dr. Jiuming Liu 


