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Dr. Corbatta Publishes New Book
on the Work of Manuel Puig

JORGELINA CORBATTA ‘

MANUEL PUIG

Mito PERSONAL,
HisToRiA ¥ Ficcion

D connzzimon

r. Jorgelina Corbatta, Professor of Spanish and

CBS faculty member, has recently published a book

entitled Manuel Puig: mito personal, historia, ficcion.

The book, written in Spanish, is a piece of literary

criticism on novels and scripts written by acclaimed
Argentine author Manuel Puig.

Manuel Puig has four parts, including a psychoanalytical
approach to Manueli Puig’s novels; a socio-cultural and political
analysis of his novels; a comparative approach between Manuel
Puig, Jorge Luis Borges, and Spanish film-maker Pedro Almodédvar;
and, finally, a comparison between the work of Manuel Puig and
Silvina Ocampo, an Argentine woman whose short story “El
impostor” was rewritten by Puig as a film script. Dr. Corbatta’s book
also treats the reader with the addition of documents that Puig gave

Dr. Corbatta holds a copy of her newest book

to her, including an extended interview conducted in Medellin,
Columbia, in 1984, along with some of his own personal letters.

Dr. Corbatta was awarded the Faculty Fellows Grant from the
Humanities Center at Wayne State University (WSU) for a presenta-
tion given on April 3, 2009, entitled “The Argentine Dirty War’s
Haunting Repercussions Today.” Dr. Corbatta was also given an
Alexander Gristein Interdisciplinary Grant from the Michigan
Psychoanalytic Institute for a research project entitled
“Psychoanalysis and Literary Criticism.”

In addition to her book and awards, Dr. Corbatta published several
articles and presented at two international conferences this year on
topics which include the works of Manuel Puig, Fernando Vallejo,
Pedro Almodévar, Susan Sontag, and Oscar Masotta. B
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Brammer Continues to Recover and

Translate Works by Early Latino Authors

An essay written by CBS Associate Director,
Ethriam Cash Brammer, entitled
“’Keeping it Real”: The Translation of £/ sol
de Texas,” was recently published in the
seventh volume of essays in a series
produced under the auspices of the
Recovering the U.S. Hispanic Literary
Heritage Project at the University of
Houston.

The Recovery Project is an ongoing and
comprehensive program which seeks to
locate, identify, preserve and disseminate
the literary contributions of U.S. Latinos
from the Spanish Colonial Period to
contemporary times. The publication
includes an introduction written by the
editors, Gerald Poyo and Tomas Ybarra-
Frausto, who outline the goals and
challenges of the Recovery Project to
promote scholarly collaboration in the inte-

gration of research and recovered Hispanic
texts in various disciplines, including
history and Latina/o studies.

The eleven essays included in this
volume examine key issues relevant to the
exploration of Hispanic literary production
in the United States, including cultural
identity, exile thought, class and women’s
issues. The essays included in the volume
were originally presented at the ninth
biennial conference of the Recovery
Project, “Encuentros y Reencuentros:
Making Common Ground,” held in St.
Louis in collaboration with the Western
Historical Association’s annual meeting in
2006. The essays are divided into four
sections: “History, Culture and Ideology;”
“Women’s Voices: Gender, Politics and
Culture;” “Amparo Ruiz de Burton:
Literature and History;” and “Language

' Recovering the U.S. |
Hispanic Literary |
Heritage, Volume V1I|

Edited by Gerald E. Poyo
and Tomds Yharra-Frausto

Representation

o T

and Translation.”
Brammer’s

essay, in

particular,

explores
challenges faced

by literary translators when attempting to
render the translation of a historical work
of literature for a contemporary audience
in another target language. “[T]he genre,
form and literary conventions of a
particular literary period are important for
the translator to note,” argues Brammer in
his essay, “Because something as simple as
mistranslating a term like ‘La Plaza del
Zacate’ to anything other than ‘Haymarket
Square’ can actually undermine the entire
aesthetic and historical frameworks at work
within the source text.” &

An Effort to Unite: Dr. José Cuello’s
Involvement in the Fight for Human Rights

The Michigan Coalition for Human Rights
(MCHR) is an important voice in the
community and celebrates twenty-eight
(28) years of human rights advocacy in
2009. This year, the MCHR has appointed
CBS faculty member and former CBS
Director, Dr. José Cuello, to serve as
Chair of the Critical Issues Committee. An
Associate Professor of History at WSU, Dr.
Cuello has been a member of MCHR for
the past four years and has played a major
role in the organization’s involvement in
and around the Detroit community.

One of MCHR’s areas of focus is immigra-
tion reform. Dr. Cuello is very well versed
on the issues of discrimination against and

mistreatment of migrant communities and
has spoken out against these abuses on
many occasions. Dr. Cuello believes that
discrimination is one of the biggest
problems with society and that it creates
division among diverse groups.

“The most effective way to avoid division
is to recognize the humanness in us all,”
says Dr. Cuello. “MCHR and organizations
like it are currently working to dislocate the
buffer of stereotypes and reassemble
humanity for what it should be: a cohesive
species willing and capable to exist in
harmony with one another.”

One idea that Dr. Cuello hopes to
implement is the creation of a fair made up

of all the human rights organizations in
Detroit. This would call attention to the
cause of human rights. It would also allow
for organizations with the common goal of
protecting human rights to celebrate their
successes.

Dr. Cuello states, “Protecting human
rights is not the responsibility of a single
organization but an individual responsi-
bility of us all.” m
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IN MEMORIAM:

The CBS Family lost an important member on February 16, 2009,
with the passing of Cipriano “Skip” Alvarado.

long-time community activist and CBS advocate, Skip

Alvarado was very active in the fight for the rights of

veterans. He was awarded a Bronze Star for Valor during
his service in the 2nd (Indianhead) Division during the Korean War
and later served as Commander of the American G.l. Forum for the
Detroit Chapter, as well as a State Officer for Michigan.

After more than 30 years of employment at Great Lakes Steel,
Skip retired from his position but remained active in the community
as a member of organizations such as the Hispanic War Veterans,
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), The American Legion, Disabled
American Veterans (DAV) and America’s Young Warriors. In 2008, he
received the El Central Hispanic News Veteran of the Year award.

Alvarado is survived by his wife Mary, children Sherry, Vincent,
Gregory and Monica, and grandchildren Ashlee, Alexis, Gabriel and
Robert. He was 77 years old.

Remembering Skip

T remember Skip Alvarado for his community spirit. Some of my —
earliest memories after | came to Chicano-Boricua Studies at
Wayne State University in 1989 are of Skip. He and the Hispanic
Veterans marched every year, leading the Cinco de Mayo parade
and the Mexican Independence Day parade in Southwest Detroit.
They were dramatic, marching together across the width of Vernor
Highway dressed in their formal uniforms and carrying the
American flag, their organizational insignia, and the banner of the
Virgin of Guadalupe. Pure Mexican American!

Skip was also active in support of education for Latinos. He
worked to find scholarship monies for deserving students. As a
veteran, he knew how important education is inside and outside of
the military. He was also at the forefront when the alumni of CBS
and members of the community found the opportunity to come on
campus to celebrate their support for the Center's mission as a
gateway between the university and the community. A special
event, an anniversary celebration, or testimony before the Board of
Governors — Skip was there with the pride of his veteran colors. |
also remember Skip as a devout family man. He loved his wife and
kids, and he lived for his grandkids! He was always rushing home
from meetings to be with them. So long, Skip. We give you formal
salute. But we will not forget you. Your image burns bright in the
memories of those who came to know you. B

— Dr. José Cuello
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2008 CBS Gala Builds Momentum for 2009 Campaign

Raquel “Rocky” Egusquiza, former
Director of Community Development and
International Strategy for the Ford Motor
Company Fund, was the keynote speaker
during the Center for Chicano-Boricua
Studies’ 37th Anniversary Gala
Celebration, which took place on the
Wayne State University (WSU) campus on
Saturday, September 6, 2008.

Building on the gala’s theme, “De
generacion a generacion,” Equsquiza
delivered a maving address that focused
on the importance of family and
community in the formation of young
people, as well as the need for greater
educational attainment among Latinos
living in the United States.

Nearly 300 guests participated in a
program that featured Chilean singer,
songwriter and guitarist Ismael
“Bandolero’” Duran, as well as Afro-
Boricua Bomba, a musical group. Ali
Rivera-Piloni, President’s Club Mortgage
Banker for Rock Financial, kept the
program on track as Mistress of
Ceremonies.

The ceremony began with welcoming
remarks from new WSU President, Dr. Jay
Noren, who was introduced by the Dean
of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
(CLAS), Dr. Robert L. Thomas. Awards
were also given to numerous deserving
CBS alumni and community members
recognizing their Public Service,
Enterprising Spirit, Ensefianza and
Exceptional Service as part of the CBS
Advisory Board.

Following the awards ceremony, guests
were treated to an Afro-Latino musical
performance by Afro-Boricua Bomba, a
group lead by CBS alumnus Osvaldo
“0Ozzie” Rivera with the enchanting
dancing of Consuela Barber-Lopez.

Dr. Jorge L. Chinea, who directs the
Center, expressed his heart-felt gratitude
for the charitable contributions of the
many guests as well as sponsors such as
DTE Energy, MGM Grand Detroit, Wayne
County Community College District, Best
Buy, Dalia Garcia, Sonia Plata & Raul Soto,
Jr., and the julian Samora Research Institute
at Michigan State University, in addition to
the numerous additionat stakeholders that
purchased tables or provided in-kind
services, including Univision, El Central
Hispanic News, Comerica Bank, WDET,
Peruvian American Club of Michigan,
Johnson Controls, Compuware, New
Detroit, Espoir-Haitian American
Organization, LASED, NSHMBA, Latino
Family Services, Rock Financial, WSU
Department of Africana Studies, Nuestro
Detroit, Michigan Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce, Community Health and Social
Services, Hispanic Bar Association of
Michigan, and many others who made the
event a total success.

The Center’s Associate Director, Ethriam
Cash Brammer, notes, “This event is
really buitding momentum from year to
year, which is important, because, with it,
we are trying to make sure that the Center,
its programs and its students will continue
to grow for many years to come.”

Next year’s gala, celebrating the Center’s
38th year in existence, is scheduled for
Saturday, September 12, 2009, from 6:00
to 10:00 pm, at the WSU Student Center
Ballroom. The program will feature a
reading by Nuyorican poet, Tato Laviera,
author of The Carreta Made a U-Turn (Arte
Pablico Press, 1992) and Mixturao and
Other Poems (Arte Plblico Press, 2008).

For more information about the 2009
CBS Gala and Celebracion, please visit:
www.specialevents.wayne.edu/cbs. B

38th anniversary
fundraising dinner__ .

e genaraaidn o generacion”

Wayne State University
Center for Chicano-Boricua Studies
‘cordially invites you to the
38th Anniversary Gala and Celebration
Saturday, September 12, 2009

6to o

6to10p.m.
‘Wayne State University

Student Center Ballroom

Mistress of Ceremanies
Martina Guzman, National Public Radio

Reading by Muyorican poet
Tato Laviera,
Author of La Carreta Made a U-Turn

$45 individual ticket or
$400 CBS Student Advocate Sponsor
(includes one table for eight guests)

For more information call (313) 577-4378
or e-mail ar7703@wayne.edu
RSVP online at specialevents.wayne.edu/cbs
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Coongratulations o~ ..

Norman Bent, former Associate Director of Operations, WSU Office of
University Admissions, for being presented a Community Service award
by CBS and a Recognition Award by the Detroit Hispanic Development
Corporation (DHDC) at a farewell ceremony hosted by the Mexicantown
Fiesta and Community Center.

Christine Cardenas, former CBS student, for being awarded the David
Adamany WSU Alumni Association Endowed Scholarship for 2008-2009.

Victoria Pardo, CBS Peer Mentor, for being accepted in the McNair
Scholars Program at WSU.

Renata Byrnes, current CBS Scholar, for earning an Undergraduate
Research & Creative Projects Award through the Irvin D. Reid Honors
College.

Dr. Sharon F. Lean, Assistant Professor of Political Science and
specialist in Latin American politics, on the recent birth of her daughter,
Eleonor Mae Fox.

Raquel Castafieda-Lopez, MSW, for her appointment as the CBS
‘Technician assigned to coordinate the new CBS College to Career (€2C)
program.

Dr. Hortensia Groth, for successfully defending her doctoral disserta-
tion, entitled “El Lopez Velarde de Fuentes: Subrayados y Variaciones
Velardeanas en Cristébal Nonato.” Doctoral Examination Committee
members included Dr. Helene Carol Weldt Basson (Chair), Dr. Eugenia
Casielles, Dr. Victor Figueroa and Dr. Jorge L. Chinea.

Dr. Hector M. Gonzalez, WSU Institute of Gerontology & Department
of Family Medicine, and Dr. Kyriakos Markides, University of Texas,
Galveston, Medical Branch, for their recent public research presentations
on health and acculturation among Mexican Americans.

Recent Graduates

Angela Teresa Castafieda-Lopez, Bachelor of Arts degree in
Romance Languages.

Amelia Duran, Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science.
Nenetzin Espinoza, Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology.
Lauren Lincoln, Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Art History.
Margaret Pellegrino, Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology.
Maria Ramos, Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology.
Raquelle Seda, Bachelor of Arts degree in History.

www.clas.wayne.edu/CBS

Annual Contributors
The Center for Chicano-Boricua Studies (CBS) would like to
thank the many generous organizations and individuals who
have made contributions to CBS during the 2008-2009

academic school year:

CBS Super Estrellas ($5,000 or more)

Latinos de Livonia

Myron P. Leven Foundation

CBS Student Champions ($2,500 to $4,999)
Smithsonian Institution

CBS Student Benefactors ($1,000 to $2,499)
MSU Julian Samora Research Institute

DTE Energy

Dalia Garcia

Wayne County Community College District (WCCCD)
MGM Grand Detroit

CBS Student Advocates ($500 to $999)
Comerica Bank

ESPOIR Haitian-American Club

Compuware

lohnson Controls

Sonia Plata & Radl Soto, Jr.

César Chavez Academy

Michigan Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (MHCC)
CBS Student Supporters (up to $499)

Larry & Tamilyn Arreguin New Detroit, Inc.

Inés de Jestis Maria de la Luz Gayon

Jorge & Eva Sanchez Telleria

Joseph Baynesan Ford Motor Company Fund
Latin Americans for Social & Oakland Community College
Economic Development (0CO)

(LASED) WSU Africana Studies

Isabel Salas Department

Aaron Barndollar Dr. Angie Griesmann

SER Metro Fred Pacheco

Ethriam Brammer & WSU College of Liberal Arts
Dr. Sandra Gonzales & Sciences (CLAS)

Raymond Lozano Elena Herrada
Michael Smith

Robert Buentello

Ma. Teresa Penman

WSU Division of Government
& Community Affairs
Hispanic Bar Association

of Michigan (HBAM)
Peruvian American Club

WSU Irvin D. Reid Honors
College

Emirene Mendoza
Rick Sperling
CHASS Clinic
Jacqueline Mordn
Debra Spring
Dr. José & Marie Cuello Hispanic Business Alliance

National Society of Hispanic (HBA)
MBAs (NSHMBA)

Dr. Karen Stein
Cynthia Eagan

Rock Financial
Dr. Jorge & Terry Chinea
Dr. Andre Furtado
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CBS University
Advisory Board 2009-10

HILARY RATNER

Vice President, Division of Research

HARVEY HOLLINS

Vice President, Division of Governmental and Community Affairs
HOWARD SHAPIRO

Associate Vice President, Undergraduate Programs and General
Education

JERRY HERRON

Dean, Irvin D. Reid Honors College

DONALD HAASE

Associate Dean, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
JOSEPH RANKIN

Associate Dean, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
MICHELE GRIMM

Associate Dean, College of Engineering

GERALD THOMPKINS

Associate Dean, College of Engineering

THOMAS NAUGHTON

Associate Chair, School of Business

MICHELLE BRUNER

Director, Academic Success Center

RON KENT

Director, Career Services

CHERYL KOLLIN

Director, University Advising Center

MICHAEL MIRTO

Director of Development, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
HENRY ROBINSON

Director, ACCESS

LAURENN ROWLAND

Director, Counseling and Psychological Services
MICHAEL SMITH

Director, Reuther Library

RICARDO VILLAROSA

Director of Admissions, Law School

TOM REYNOLDS

Manager of Public Relations, Office of Marketing and
Communications

www.clas.wayne,edu/CBS

CBS Community
Advisory Board 2009-10

LARRY ARREGUIN

Vice President, Government Affairs, Vision IT

INES DE JESUS

Associate Superintendent, Detroit Public Schools

DALIA GARCiA

Owner, RMG, Inc.

LUIS GARCIA

Media Relations, Internal Revenue Service

JANE GARCIA

Vice President, Board of Directors, LASED, Inc.

ELENA HERRADA

Director, Centro Obrero

RAYMOND LOZANO

Executive Director, Michigan Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
FELIPE MARTINEZ

Executive Assistant to the Mayor, Office of the Mayor
FREDERICK PACHECO

Senior Project Manager, DTE Energy

SONIA PLATA

Director of Community Capacity Building, New Detroit
GUSTAVO POTES

Host and Founder, Radio Unidos

ANGELA REYES

Executive Director and Founder, Detroit Hispanic Developmert
Corporation

DEANNA REYES

President, Latinos de Livonia

DIANA ROSARIO

Interim District Director, Special Projects, Wayne County
Community College District

DOLORES SANCHEZ

Publisher/Owner, El Central Hispanic News

Luz TELLERiA

Director of Hispanic Outreach Services, Catholic Social Services of
Oakland County

RASHIDA TLAIB

State Representative, State of Michigan, 12th District
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Alumni News and Information for Future Newsletters

We're interested in what you're doing now. Your current position (title and employer)
Please take a moment to complete the following
information and return it to us via fax, e-mail or US mail to:

Center for Chicano-Boricua Studies

656 West Kirby Your news
3324 Faculty Administration Building

Detroit, Ml 48202

Phone: (313) 577-4378
Fax: (313) 993-4073
E-mail: aa1941@wayne.edu

Name
Year of Graduation

Degree
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