SOCIOLOGY 7200: 

Advanced SociOLOGICAL Research Techniques
Winter Semester 2006 

Wednesdays, 5:30PM – 9:10PM

25 State Hall
Professor:  
Dr. Heather Dillaway

Office:  
2263 Faculty Administration Building

Hours:
 
Wednesdays, 2:30-4:30pm, or by appointment

Phone:  
313-577-3276 (my office number, leave a message if I’m not there)

Email:   
dillaway@wayne.edu (easiest and fastest way to reach me)

Course Description:

This course is designed to provide students with an understanding of the types of sociological research design and an overview of the core concepts associated with each. During the semester students will develop the skills and background knowledge needed to plan and organize sound research projects of their own, and critique others’ research. Students will be responsible for a number of written assignments; each assignment is designed to increase understanding of the diversity and complexity of sociological research. We will go through topics quickly in this course and, therefore, students must enter this course willing to keep up with readings and assignments as they are assigned. Late assignments will not be accepted without a verifiable excuse. Activities and requirements of this course are outlined in this syllabus.


This course will provide students with a brief review of both quantitative and qualitative methods, and the various types of research designs, advantages, and problems associated with each.  Students will also learn about some of the reasons why researchers sometimes combine quantitative and qualitative methods. Because currently there is not a separate sociology course that is regularly taught on survey research methods, several weeks of this course will be dedicated to this topic. In addition, a unit of this course will focus on proposing and writing up empirical research. Finally, we will read about and discuss ethical considerations in research. In our coverage of all topics, I will attempt to link lecture material and discussions to topics that may appear on the Sociology Ph.D. Methods Exam; thus, if students are diligent in reading course material, completing assignments, and preparing for discussion, this course should help in the preparation for that exam.


Attendance is mandatory for this course, and students are required to participate when I open topics up for discussion.  Students should complete all assigned readings before coming to class and be prepared to discuss with the larger group the key ideas found in the readings. 


If students have questions or concerns about the course at any point during the semester, I will be available before/after class, during office hours, or by appointment. Also, students may contact me via email or phone. My contact information is listed above.

Required Texts/Readings:

A. Five (5) books are required for this graduate course, and are available at the Wayne State 

      University and Marwil bookstores:
1. Babbie, Earl. 2005. The Basics of Social Research. THIRD Edition. Wadsworth Publishing.  ISBN#0-534-63036-7. (WILL BE CALLED “BABBIE” IN SYLLABUS)

2. Converse, Jean M., and Stanley Presser. 1986. Survey Questions: Handcrafting the Standardized Questionnaire. (#63 in the Series on Quantitative Applications in the Social Sciences) Sage Publications. ISBN#0-8039-2743-6. (WILL BE CALLED “CONVERSE” IN SYLLABUS)

3. Creswell, John W. 2003. Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches. SECOND Edition. Sage Publications. ISBN#0-7619-2442-6. (WILL BE CALLED “CRESWELL” IN SYLLABUS)

4. Patten, Mildred. 2001. Questionnaire Research: A Practical Guide. SECOND edition. Pyrczak Publishing.  ISBN#1-884585-32-9. (WILL BE CALLED “PATTEN1” IN SYLLABUS)

5. Patten, Mildred. 2005. Proposing Empirical Research: A Guide to the Fundamentals. THIRD Edition. Pyrczak Publishing. ISBN#1-884585-62-0. (WILL BE CALLED “PATTEN2” IN SYLLABUS)

B. There are required course readings on reserve at the Purdy/Kresge Library as well. 

      Please check your syllabus prior to each class period to make sure that you have read what   

      you need from both the books and the readings on reserve, and make time to visit the library 

     (to read and/or copy the articles) so that you do not fall behind in these readings. 
C. I may hand out selected articles in addition to the book and reserve readings, but I will provide copies of these articles for students if this is the case. 

Soc 7200 Course Requirements:

Attendance = 5%

Participation = 10%

Human Subjects Quizzes = 5%

Research Methods Exercises (2) = 30% (15% each)

Take-Home Exam#1 = 25%

Take-Home Exam#2 = 25%

Explanation of Course Requirements:

1. Attendance:   You may miss two (2) classes during the semester, no questions asked.  After these two absences, every subsequent absence will affect the final course grade. There are NO exceptions to this policy, unless you have a VERIFIABLE emergency and we work something out.  If you are absent due to medical reasons, I will need to see a doctor’s note. Attendance will be recorded at ALL class sessions, starting on January 18, 2006, and ending on April 12, 2006. Students are responsible for making sure that I have recorded them as “present” on any given day. 

2.  Participation: All graduate students are required to participate actively during discussion.  This is part of all students’ grades.  It is not enough to simply attend class. We will dedicate time to group discussion of readings, lecture material, and course assignments, and all students should be prepared for those discussion times.  Each graduate student also will have responsibility for facilitating discussion during one class meeting, as part of the participation grade.  (Grad students will be assigned a discussion day on January 18th during class and 2-3 students will be assigned to each class meeting.) Facilitation of discussion will include coming to class with a list of key themes, concepts, and questions that one wants to discuss with the larger group and/or a list of questions that one thinks will stimulate discussion of key issues in the readings (see “Guidelines for Facilitating Group Discussion” at the end of the syllabus). While I will help facilitate discussions, students should be ready to be in charge of the discussion on their appointed day. NOTE: If there is more than one facilitator per class meeting, students are responsible for meeting the week before to coordinate their presentation and discussion of the course material so that there is no overlap.
3. Human Subjects Quizzes:  Each student in the class should go to the Wayne State University Human Investigations Committee (HIC) website and complete the quizzes that make up the “Responsible Conduct in Research On-Line Training Program.” Thus, students should follow these steps:

a. Go to the HIC website (www.hic.wayne.edu)

b. Click on the link “Responsible Conduct in Research On-Line Training Program”

c. Complete all of the available modules for research with human participation (note: there are a series of modules for dealing with animal subjects, but you can ignore those for this assignment)

d. After completing the on-line training program, print the screen showing you have completed the training (note: if you forget to do this, you should also receive an email saying that you have completed the HIC training program and you can print out this instead)

e. Turn in a copy of the printout at the beginning of class on April 5th, if not before (i.e., you can do these early if you’d like!). 

4. Research Methods Exercises (2): This part of the grade will be determined by students’ ability to reflect on and apply ideas/concepts that have been discussed in lecture and/or in the readings.  Students are required to turn in TWO “Research Methods Exercises” over the course of the semester.  These assignments will be due in class on February 1st and March 1st. Assignment topics will relate directly to the topics of preceding weeks’ readings and discussions and, therefore, completing these “Exercises” will help students reflect on what they have read and discussed. The grade for these “Exercises” will depend on student’s knowledge of course material, students’ ability to apply course ideas/concepts, and student’s ability to produce a coherent, well-organized, and grammatically sound written product.  Most assignments will include a methodological exercise and subsequent written analysis, but some assignments may consist only of a written reflection on methodological issues. When students turn in the written portion of these exercises, their final draft should be typed, double-spaced, in 12-point-font, with one-inch margins all around. Page numbers should appear on every page. Course material as well as outside sources should be cited within the written text and a formal reference page should be attached at the end of your exercise. Citations and references should follow the same style used in current volumes of the American Sociological Review or another mainstream, peer-reviewed sociology journal. Combined, the Research Methods Exercises are 30% of the final course grade (or 15% each).  The first Exercise assignment is attached to the end of this syllabus.
5. Take-Home Exams (2):  There will be TWO exams in this class, both of which will be take-home.  Exam#1 will be due on March 29th and Exam#2 will be due on April 28th. Students will have two weeks to complete each exam. Thus, the specific guidelines for each exam will be handed out and discussed during class time two weeks before each exam’s due date. When students turn in their exams, the final draft should be typed, double-spaced, in 12-point-font, with one-inch margins all around. Page numbers should appear on every page, and a title page should be attached to the front of the exam. Course material as well as outside sources should be cited within the exam text and a formal reference page should be attached at the end of the exam. Citations and references should follow the same style used in current volumes of the American Sociological Review or another mainstream, peer-reviewed sociology journal. Each take-home exam will be worth 25% of the final course grade.

Other Course Policies:
1. Handing in Late Papers: If students hand in papers late, they will automatically lose points on their paper grade.  As a rule, papers that are one day late will be moved down one grade step (e.g., A to A- or C+ to C). Papers that are two days late will be marked down a full letter grade (e.g., A to B or C to D). Papers that are three days late will be moved down one full letter grade plus another grade step (e.g., A to B- or B- to D). Papers that are four days late will be marked down two full letter grades (e.g., A to C or B to D). Papers that are more than four days late will not be accepted.

2. Responsibility for All Material Covered During Class: You are responsible for all announcements made during class, as well as all information relayed during lecture, all discussions we have as a group, and all films we view during class meetings. I do not provide notes for students; thus I encourage you to find someone in the class who would be willing to share notes with you if you are absent or late to class. If you miss a film, you are responsible for watching it on your own time.  

3. Cell Phones and Pagers: All phones and pagers should be turned off (or turned to a silent ringer option) before you enter the classroom and before the class period begins. Please respect your classmates who are trying to learn course material.

4. Course Withdrawals and Incompletes: Incompletes will only be given in the cases of medical or other VERIFIABLE emergencies. If students are not doing well in this course, they have the responsibility of formally withdrawing from this course. Students who do not formally withdraw from the course but stop attending class and do not take scheduled exams will receive a failing grade.

5. Course Ground Rules: All Rules of courtesy and respect are in effect during class time. Please respect your fellow students and your instructor by coming to class on time, staying until class is over, being patient and courteous while others are talking, etc. I reserve the right to lower students’ participation and attendance grades significantly if students are disruptive in class. 

6. Concerns about the Course: If you have any concerns about the course (grade-related or otherwise), you should speak to me immediately and directly about your concerns. However, class time will NOT be used to discuss your course concerns. The concerns you have about the course should be discussed PRIVATELY with the instructor, as they are your concerns and not your classmates’.
7. “Failing” Grades: If sociology students receive a B- or lower as their final grade, this is a “failing” grade in a required course. Thus, if students receive a B- or lower, they must take the course over again in order to receive credit for Sociology 7200.
Final grades ARE determined using the following scale:
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Schedule of Readings & assignments

Week

Date


Topic and Readings__________________
UNIT I: 
UNDERSTANDING THE FOUNDATIONS OF SOCIOLOGICAL RESEARCH

1

Jan 11


Intro to the Course;
Inquiry, Paradigms, and Theory





Readings:
Babbie, Ch 1 & 2 

(Yes, you are behind! Catch up as soon as you can…)

2

Jan 18

 
Basics in Research Design, Part I





Readings:
Babbie, Ch 4 & 5







Creswell, Ch 1




Mills (Handout)








Rome (Handout)

3 Jan 25 


Basics in Research Design, Part II





Readings:
Babbie, Ch 6 & 7

UNIT II: 
UNDERSTANDING CHOICES IN DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS;


COMPARING QUANTITATIVE AND QUALITATIVE RESEARCH

4

Feb 1


Data Collection & Analysis, Part I: Quantitative Research





Readings:
Babbie, Ch 8








Chapin (ON RESERVE)








EXERCISE #1 DUE IN CLASS

5

Feb 8


Data Collection & Analysis, Part I: Quantitative Research





Readings:
Babbie, Ch 14







Moriarty et al. (ON RESERVE)
6

Feb 15


Data Collection & Analysis, Part II: Survey Research





Readings:
Babbie, Ch 9








Converse, whole book








De Leeuw et al. (ON RESERVE)








7 

Feb 22


Data Collection & Analysis, Part II: Survey Research





Readings:
Patten1, whole book








Lavin & Maynard (ON RESERVE)








Pickery et al. (ON RESERVE)

8

Mar 1
 

Data Collection & Analysis, Part III: Qualitative Research





Readings:
Babbie, Ch 10








Agar & MacDonald (ON RESERVE)








Oakley (ON RESERVE)








EXERCISE #2 DUE IN CLASS
9

Mar 8


Data Collection & Analysis, Part III: Qualitative Research





Readings:
Babbie, Ch 13







Katz (ON RESERVE)








Charmaz (ON RESERVE)








DeVault (ON RESERVE)
10

Mar 15


NO CLASS, NO OFFICE HOURS -- 
SPRING BREAK!
UNIT III: 
OTHER ISSUES IN SOCIOLOGICAL RESEARCH

11

Mar 22


Mixing Methods





Readings:
Creswell, Ch 11







Jones (ON RESERVE)

12

Mar 29


Research Ethics





Readings:
Babbie, Ch 3 & 11







Baca Zinn (ON RESERVE)








Wax (ON RESERVE)








Jacobson (ON RESERVE)

ASA Code of Ethics (access this on line: www.asanet.org/members/ecoderev.html)








TAKE-HOME EXAM#1 DUE IN CLASS

13

Apr 5


Proposing & Designing Empirical Research, Part I





Readings: 
Babbie, Ch 15

Creswell, Ch 2-5







Patten2, Parts A-E 








HUMAN SUBJECTS QUIZZES DUE BY TODAY
14

Apr 12


Proposing & Designing Empirical Research, Part II;
Conclusions to the Course






Readings:  
Creswell, Ch 6-10







Patten2, Parts F-K 



Statement of the ASA. . . (ON RESERVE)
15

Apr 19


Preparing for the Sociology Methods Exam;





Review of the Graduate Program Requirements in Sociology






(Optional Attendance Day)

16

Apr 26


NO CLASS, NO OFFICE HOURS -- 
WORK ON TAKE-HOME EXAMS!

16

Apr 28


TAKE-HOME EXAM #2 DUE BY 5:00PM





(NOTE: This is a FRIDAY, and NOT a regular class day.)

Have a Great Summer! Good Luck with Your Methodological Pursuits!

Guidelines for Facilitating Group Discussion:

On one designated day during the semester, each grad student will help discuss reading assignments. (Signups for facilitation of discussion will occur on January 18th during class.)  Appointed students will begin our discussion of the readings and direct our conversations about the books/articles we have read during the current week.  Students’ tasks include the following: (1) briefly explain some of the key themes of the readings; (2) identify questions the articles raise so that we can carry out our group discussion; and (3) highlight confusing/problematic sections of the readings so that we can clarify their meaning.  This assignment will give students experience in identifying critical issues and themes in scholarly works, and also presentation/teaching experience.  Below are some questions to think about when preparing to facilitate discussion.  These questions are simply guides; students may discover that there are more important questions to address than the ones I suggest. 

Finding Themes in the Articles You Read:

1. What is/are the major research question(s) or theme(s) of the work(s) you have read? Define the theme(s) and come up with an example of each theme you define.

2. What is/are the key findings or conclusions of the book chapters/articles in recent weeks? Can you summarize these findings in one or two sentences? Are these findings controversial and debatable at all?

3. What is/are the connection(s) between readings and lecture topics? 

When Thinking of Questions to Discuss with the Class, Perhaps Try to Answer the Following:

1. Can you identify ways in which the researcher(s) could have gone farther in exploring this particular topic?

2. What implications do the authors’ findings have for our use of certain research methods?

3. Why did I pick this reading for an “methods” course? Do you think the subject of the readings is appropriate to discuss, or are there more important subjects that we should be discussing?

4. What is most interesting to you about this reading?  What is most controversial? Does it make you think differently about methods/certain types of methods?

5. How does your reading fit with or contradict all the other readings assigned for this week/prior weeks??  How are the readings similar to each other and how are they different?  Are there any common themes? Do authors of these readings contradict each other?

6. Given the argument that the author(s) present(s), could you play “devil’s advocate?” In other words, could we argue the opposite viewpoint?

7. Is the author presenting a biased viewpoint? Regardless of your answer, how do you know? Would you write about the same article differently?

8. Who is the audience for this reading? How does this impact the author’s arguments or presentation of the topic?

9. In what ways does this reading make you think deeper about the subject or the other books/articles you have read in this class?

10. What might be the most interesting aspect of this reading for individuals in the class – i.e., grad students at Wayne State? How is this reading relevant for us?

11. What argument/theme in the readings did you dislike and why?

12. Based on the readings you have done, do we need to do more research in order to understand sociological methods? In other words, does the research push our knowledge far enough?

13. How can we take authors’ conclusions and learn from them? What should we take away from this reading?

14. Based on this reading, what kind of question(s) could appear on the sociology methods exam?

~ See me if you have problems or questions about facilitating discussion on your designated day. ~
Sociology 7200

Research Exercise #1

~Due In Class on Wednesday, February 1, 2006~

Directions: CHOOSE TWO of the Three Questions Below, and write a 2-4 page, typed, double-spaced paper on each of the two questions you choose (i.e., this means you will turn in 2-4 pages of typed text for EACH of this questions you answer, so 4-8 pages in total). Be sure to explore the issue(s) as thoroughly as you can in 2-4 pages, relying on Babbie’s text (and/or Creswell’s first chapter) as well as lecture material to help you.  This assignment is worth 15% of your course grade.
Option #1:  Explore the relationship between THEORY and OBSERVATION in social science research. (Note: Remember that some scholars might think of the words “theory,” “logic,” or “paradigm” as interchangeable at times, and also “observation,” “data collection,” and “research” as interchangeable as well.) (a) Define the terms, and examine the links between them. Make sure you discuss which comes first in social research, if indeed one does. (b) Briefly discuss the research topic that interests you, how you would link theory and observation in your research project, and why.

Option#2:  Define and discuss CONCEPTUALIZATION and OPERATIONALIZATION. 

(a) What are these processes in social research, what purposes do these processes serve, and how do they shape research projects? (b) Briefly discuss the research topic that interests you, how you would conceptualize and operationalize one concept and/or set of variables in your research project, and why.

Option #3: Define and discuss RELIABILITY and VALIDITY. (a) Why are these terms important and how do these terms/concepts impact social research? (b) How are these terms related to each other? (Or are they?) (c) Briefly discuss the research topic that interests you, and explain two ways that problems with reliability and/or validity might impact your research in the future, and why.

Remember: 

a) If you have any questions or concerns about this assignment (including what is meant by the wording of certain questions), please contact Heather Dillaway at dillaway@wayne.edu. 

b) The due date for this assignment is firm. If you are unable to attend class on February 1st, you are responsible for making sure I get either a paper copy or email copy of your assignment before midnight on that day. The “late paper policy” in the syllabus is in effect for this assignment.

c) If you are using Babbie’s (or Creswell’s) ideas verbatim, you need to use quotations and cite a page number. If you are using their ideas but not using their exact words, you still need to cite the author’s name and the date of publication. In general, cite whenever you are using others’ ideas to help you write. I will be grading you on your citations on this assignment.

d) In giving you this page limit suggestion, I am more concerned that you abide by the minimum number of pages than the maximum. In other words, I will not penalize for going slightly over 4 pages but I require that you write at least 2 full pages for each essay. That said, I still encourage you to try to keep your writing succinct; try to stick as close as possible to 4 pages if you are indeed going over the suggested number of pages.
e) Please proofread your papers for spelling, grammar, and sentence structure. I will be grading you on the presentation of your ideas, as well as on the ideas themselves.
10

